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The Walsall SACRE Agreed Syllabus for RE 2016 
&ÏÒÅ×ÏÒÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
 

Ȱ&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÏ×ÁÒÄÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÃÅ ÎÅ× ÔÒÕÔÈ 
From the laziness that is contented with half truths 
From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth 
'ÏÏÄ ,ÏÒÄ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÕÓȢȱ 
(A Kenyan prayer quoted by Desmond Tutu, An African Prayer Book) 
 

World events in the 21st century draw attention to the continuing power and significance of religious belief 
and other beliefs and philosophies in shaping human minds and communities. An understanding of 
different faiths and beliefs has never been more relevant. 
 

Many Local Authorities, Walsall included, are a microcosm of the wider world. It is therefore important that 
our syllabus for RE should promote understanding between all people.  
 

I am pleased to commend this revised syllabus for religious education for Walsall schools.  The syllabus 
reinforces the importance of religious education as an academic discipline. It will enable understanding of 
concepts and the development of skills and attitudes so that our pupils can explore wider issues of religion 
and belief in religiously literate ways. This syllabus prepares the children and young people of Walsall for 
active citizenship in a diverse and rapidly changing world, exploring some aspects of British values in 
relation to religions and world views.  
 

Walsall is a vibrant and diverse Borough. Our population includes significant communities of Christians, 
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs and smaller groups of other significant faith communities including Jews, Jains, 
"ÕÄÄÈÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÁÈÁȭÉ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ -ÁÎÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ 7ÁÌÓÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÏÌÄ ÎÏÎ-
religious life stances. RE taught using this syllabus allows all learners to share their experiences and to learn 
from one another and the religions and beliefs in our community. This rich diversity influences the religions 
and beliefs to be taught in RE in this new syllabus.  
 

This syllabus makes space for all pupils to explore their own beliefs, values and traditions, and those of 
others in engaged and engaging ways. RE taught using the new RE Agreed Syllabus aims to support 
children to develop positive attitudes of respect towards people from all religions and worldviews. 
 

This syllabus continues in the tradition of ensuring that RE is responsive to the changing nature of schools 
ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÙÌÌÁÂÕÓ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ 0ÒÅÖÅÎÔ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȟ 
the new requirements for promoting British Values and to the Ofsted Framework for Inspection which 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÔÏ ȬȢȢȢÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ 
ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌȟ ÍÏÒÁÌȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȭȢ   Consultation with teachers 
indicated that they wanted a syllabus which would give schools flexibility in the ways that RE can be taught. 
The syllabus offers both structure and flexibility.  
 

We are grateful to the many people who have contributed to this document, especially the members of the 
Agreed Syllabus Conference and the supporting officers from SACRE. In particular we would like to thank 
members of the SACRE working group and our consultants at RE Today. 
 
David Haley 

9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Services 



5 

 

WalsallȭÓ 2% Agreed Syllabus 2016 
Preface 
In the UK, all maintained schools are required by law to teach RE. All pupils in each year group aged 4-16 
are entitled to Religious Education. This entitlement applies to Academies and Free Schools as well as to 
community schools and to schools with a religious character. RE is a statutory subject in the curriculum 
and all our schools are legally obliged to teach it. 
 
The RE Council of England and Wales published the National Curriculum Framework for RE in October 
2013, with a foreword by the then Secretary of State, Rt Hon Michael Gove MP. This document has been 
the basis of the review and revision of the Walsall Agreed Syllabus, because it offers national guidelines 
for the subject and has been used extensively in creating RE syllabuses in the last three ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ 2%#ȭÓ 
Framework mirrors the structure of National Curriculum subject orders for other subjects, so leaves the 
language of attainment targets and 8 level scales behind, using pupil outcomes for 7, 11 and 14 as the key 
to setting standards in RE. 
 
In revising the Walsall Agreed Syllabus for RE, SACRE and its Agreed Syllabus Conference have been 
determined to offer an up to date, balanced, inclusive and inspiring approach to RE to all schools. 
Community schools and Voluntary Controlled schools are required to use the Walsall RE Syllabus for their 
RE. Other schools types in the Walsall local authority area are warmly encouraged to use the syllabus, 
because it is approved by local faith communities, up to date and centred on enabling higher standards of 
ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȢ 3!#2%ȭÓ ÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ ÉÎ 7ÁÌÓÁÌÌȟ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ 
type of school they attend.  
 
)Î ÌÉÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×ȟ 7ÁÌÓÁÌÌȭÓ !ÇÒÅÅÄ 3ÙÌÌÁÂÕÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÅØÐÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÅÎÁÂÌÅ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ 
to explore Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism, as well as Christianity. It also enables the 
consideration of secular life stances. 
 
2% ÍÁËÅÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ 6ÁÌÕÅÓȟ ÁÓ 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȭÓ )ÎÓÐÅÃÔÏÒÁÔÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÙÌÌÁÂÕÓ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔ 2% ÉÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ 
suitable ways to the promotion of BritiÓÈ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌȟ ÍÏÒÁÌȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
cultural development. 
 
RE is not coercive: none of the aims of RE encourage 
pupils to adopt or reject particular religious beliefs and 
practices. Instead, RE encourages all learners to be 
thoughtful about their own beliefs and worldviews in 
the light of the religions and beliefs they study. RE is not 
about making pupils into believers but tries to help them 
become literate and articulate about religions and 
beliefs, and to be thoughtful members of a plural 
society, so that in learning from religion they are able to 
make informed choices about how they want to live 
their lives whilst also understanding more about the 
faiths and beliefs of other people they meet.  As such, it 
is relevant to every pupil and every citizen of Walsall. 

 
Sadaf, 10, pictures faith as a flower: it can grow, it can be 

beautiful. There are different sorts of flowers.ȭ 
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Introduction  
The aim of Religious Education in Walsall is that pupils will know about and understand a range 
of religions and worldviews. They will express ideas and insights of their own into the significant 
human questions which religions address, gaining and deploying the skills needed to study 
religion. 
 

Religious Education in Walsall schools contributes 
ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
education in schools, provoking challenging 
questions about human life, beliefs, communities 
and ideas. In RE pupils learn from religions and 
world views about different ways of life in local, 
national and global contexts. They discover, explore 
and consider many different answers to questions 
about human identity, meaning and value. They 
learn to weigh up for themselves the value of 
wisdom from different communities, to disagree 
respectfully, to be reasonable in their responses to 
religions and world views and to respond by 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ 
They think rigorously, creatively, imaginatively and 
respectfully about their ideas in relation to religions 
and world views. 
 
The National Curriculum states the legal 
requirement that: 
 
Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ ÓÔÁÔÅ-funded school must offer a curriculum 
which is balanced and broadly based, and which: 

¶ Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental 

and physical development of pupils at the 

school and of society, and 

¶ Prepares pupils at the school for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 

ÏÆ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 

And: 

Ȱ!ÌÌ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢȢȢ ÍÕÓt teach religious education 
to pupils at every key stage... All schools must 
publish their curriculum by subject and academic 
ÙÅÁÒ ÏÎÌÉÎÅȱ ɉ$Æ% .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËȟ 
July 2013, page 4).  
 
This new RE Syllabus for Walsall pupils establishes 
what shall be taught in RE in Walsall schools 
providing teachers with practical support and 
guidance about how to teach RE effectively. 
 
The 2016 Walsall RE Agreed Syllabus follows the 
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $Æ%ȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ɉΤΡΣΥɊȟ ÓÏ 

that RE has subject documentation which parallels 
the subjects of the National Curriculum. RE is 
described in terms of purpose, aims and programs 
of study for each age group. The Agreed Syllabus 
also takes the opportunity to give clear guidance on 
RE in the early years and RE for students aged 14-19. 
As RE is a core subject of the curriculum for all 
pupils we have followed the ways in which English, 
Mathematics and Science are described in the 
National Curriculum, including examples, and notes 
for key stages 1-3. 
 
In describing progression in RE, the syllabus pictures 
how pupils will develop increasing understanding of 
wide areas of RE subject knowledge, and also how 
pupils can develop religious literacy, including the 
skills of:  

¶ investigating religions and world views through 

varied experiences and disciplines; 

¶ reflecting on and expressing their own ideas 

and the ideas of others with increasing 

creativity and clarity; 

¶ becoming increasingly able to be reasonable in 

their responses to religions and world views. 

RE makes a significant contribution to pursuing the 
7ÁÌÓÁÌÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ )ÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȭÓ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ 
priorities including providing high quality teaching 
and learning, effective leadership and effective 
school practice, designed to enable sustained 
improvement through collaborative working. RE 
ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁËÅÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ 
to engage with ideas about British values, such as 
tolerance and respect for people who hold varied 
beliefs and world views, in line with the HMI 
inspection focus on SMSCD and RE (September 
2014) 
 
The syllabus is a platform on which high standards 
and inspiring RE can be built for all our pupils in all 
our schools. 
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Religious Education: Purpose of Study 
RE provokes challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate 
reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. Teaching should equip pupils with  
knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and world views, enabling them to develop their 
ideas, values and identity. It should develop an aptitude for dialogue in pupils so that they can 
participate positively in our society which is diverse in relation to religions and world views. Pupils 
should learn how to study religions and world views systematically, making progress by reflecting on 
the impact of religions and world views on contemporary life locally, nationally and globally to 
increasing levels of complexity and depth. Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to interpret 
and evaluate evidence, texts and sources of wisdom or authority. They learn to articulate clear and 
coherent accounts of their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of 
others to have different views, values and ways of life.  
 

The Aim of RE in Walsall  
The curriculum for religious education aims to ensure that all pupils: 

A. Know about and understand a range of religions and world views, so that they can:  
 Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists 
within and between communities;   

 Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed by, and responses offered by some of 
the sources of wisdom1 found in religions and world views; 

 Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways 
of expressing meaning.   

B. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 
religions and world views, so that they can: 

 Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression influence 
individuals and communities; 

 Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to 
questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value.  

 Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion2. 

C. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world 
views, so that they can:  

 Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose 
and truth, responding creatively; 

 Enquire into what enables different communities to live together respectfully for the 
wellbeing of all;  

 Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain reasons why they may 
ÂÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  

                                                
1 The sources of wisdom found in religions and world views will include the teachings of some key leaders, key texts and key 
thinkers from different traditions and communities. Examples are many, but could include the Buddha, Jesus Christ, the 
Prophet Muhammad, Guru Nanak, Charles Darwin, the Bible, the Torah or the Bhagavad Gita. Other sources of wisdom 
might come from the contemporary world. 
 
2 The RE Program of Study usually refers to óreligions and world viewsô to describe the field of enquiry. Here, however, the 
aim is to consider religion itself, as a phenomenon which has both positive and negative features, and is open to many 
interpretations: in this aspect of the aims, pupils are to engage with religion, not merely with individual examples of religions 
or world views.  
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The Aim of RE: three areas of learning 
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RE and the Legal Requirements: What does the legislation in England say? 
RE is for all pupils:   

¶ RE must be provided for all registered pupils in state-funded schools in England, including those in the 
sixth form, unless withdrawn by their parents (or withdrawing themselves if they are aged 18 or over).3  
)Ô ÉÓ Á ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ȬÂÒÏÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅÄ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȭȢ 

¶ This requirement does not apply for children below compulsory school age (although there are many 
examples of good practice of RE in nursery classes).  

¶ Special schÏÏÌÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÐÕÐÉÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ 2% ȬÁÓ ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÉÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÂÌÅȭȢ4  
RE is locally determined, not nationally:  

¶ A locally agreed syllabus is a statutory syllabus for RE recommended by an Agreed Syllabus Conference 
for adoption by a local authority. 5   

¶ Local authority maintained schools without a religious character must follow the locally agreed 
syllabus.  

¶ Voluntary aided schools with a religious character should provide RE in accordance with the trust deed 
or religious designation of the school, unless parents request the locally agreed syllabus.   

¶ Foundation schools and voluntary controlled schools with a religious character should follow the locally 
agreed syllabus, unless parents request RE in accordance with the trust deed or religious designation of 
the school.  

¶ Religious Education is also compulsory in faith and non-faith academies and free schools, as set out in 
their funding agreements. Academies may use their locally agreed syllabus, or a different locally agreed 
syllabus (with permission of the SACRE concerned), or devise their own curriculum. 

RE is multi-faith: 

¶ 4ÈÅ 2% ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÄÒÁ×Î ÕÐ ÂÙ Á 3!#2%ȟ ÏÒ ÂÙ ÁÎ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÙ ÏÒ ÆÒÅÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ȬÓÈÁÌÌ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÒÅÁÔ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȭȢ6  

 
As education policy changes, the legal requirement for RE for all registered pupils remains unchanged. RE is 
an entitlement for all pupils, unless they have been withdrawn by their parents from some or all of the RE 
curriculum.   
 
This agreed syllabus builds on the good practice from the 2004 Non-statutory Framework for RE, produced 
by the then Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, and also the core ÉÄÅÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2% #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ ÎÏÎ-
statutory Framework from 2013.7  

 
Right of withdrawal  
This was first granted in 1944 when RE was actually religious instruction and carried with it connotations of 
induction into the Christian faith. RE is very different now ɀ open, broad, exploring a range of religious and 
non-religious worldviews. However, in the UK, parents still have the right to withdraw their children from 
RE/RME on the grounds that they wish to provide their own religious education. (School Standards and 
FramewÏÒË !ÃÔ ΣΫΫΪ 3ΩΣ ɉΥɊɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ 
parents to ensure that they understand the aims and value of RE before honouring this right.  Students 
aged 18 or over have the right to withdraw themselves from RE. 
 

                                                
3 School Standards and Framework Act 1998, Schedule 19; Education Act 2002, section 80. 
4 The Education (Special Educational Needs) (England) (Consolidation) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 Regulation 5A. 
5 Education Act 1996 Schedule 31. 
6 Education Act 1996 section 375. 
7 A Curriculum Framework for Religious Education in England (REC 2013). 
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RE, academies and free schools 
Free schools are academies in law and have the same requirement to provide RE and collective worship. In 
this document, any reference to academies includes free schools. 
 
As set out in their funding agreements, all academies are required to provide RE for all pupils, from 
Reception to Sixth Form, except those whose parents exercise their right to withdrawal.  
 
An academy must adopt a syllabus for RE. There is no requirement for an academy to adopt a locally agreed 
syllabus, as long as its own RE syllabus meets the requirements for a locally agreed syllabus, set out in 
section 375(3) of the Education Act 1996 and paragraph (5) of Schedule 19 to the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998. The requirements are that a syllabus must ȬÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ 
in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other 
ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÒÅÁÔ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȭȢ 
 
RE is not subject to nationally prescribed purpose of study, aims, attainment targets, and assessment 
arrangements, but it is subject to inspection. Where schools are not using an agreed syllabus, standards will 
ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2% #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ Curriculum Framework for Religious 
Education in England (2013). 
 
This Agreed Syllabus 2016ɀΤΡΤΣ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÓÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÂÏÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÒÏÏÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2%#ȭÓ 
Framework (2013). It is written to support academies in meeting the requirements of their funding 
agreements.  
 
All 7ÁÌÓÁÌÌȭÓ Academies are encouraged to adopt the syllabus, taking advantage of the resources and 
support that it offers.  It is a local, professional and realistic RE syllabus, complete with a scheme of work. 
 

Legal requirements for Teaching RE in Special Schools 
In special schools the legal requirement to provide Religious Education is varied by section 71(7) of the 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË !ÃÔ ΣΫΫΪȡ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ 2% ȬÓÏ ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÉÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÂÌÅȭȟ ×ÉÔÈ 
all children taking part unless withdrawn by their parents. 
It is regarded as good practice for special schools to: 
Á take into account the needs of their pupils when planning the RE curriculum; 
Á adapt the RE curriculum to suit the needs of their pupils by, for example: 

o choosing content from the age group below the actual age of the learners; 
o selecting aspects that connect with the lives and experiences of learners with special needs, 

appropriate to their abilities and understanding; 
o ensuring sensory learning strategies are implemented rather than discussion or written 

tasks. 
ɉÅØÔÒÁÃÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ Ȭ'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎ 2%ȟ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ 2% ÉÎ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÂÙ !ÎÎÅ +ÒÉÓÍÁÎ ÆÏÒ 2% 4ÏÄÁÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓɊ 

 
The Position of RE 
The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that: 
 
Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ ÓÔÁÔÅ-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based, and which: 

Ɇ Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the 
school and of society, and 

Ɇ Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 
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And: 
Ȱ!ÌÌ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢȢȢ ÍÕÓÔ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ ÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ËÅÙ ÓÔÁÇÅȢȢȢ !ÌÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÂÙ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÎÌÉÎÅȱ ɉ$Æ% .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËȟ July 2013, page 
4).  
 
This new RE Syllabus for Walsall pupils establishes what shall be taught in RE in Walsall schools, and 
provides teachers with practical support and guidance about how to teach RE effectively. 
 
The 2016 Walsall RE Agreed Syllabus follo×Ó ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $Æ%ȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ɉΤΡΣΥɊȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
RE has subject documentation which parallels the subjects of the National Curriculum. RE is described in 
terms of purpose, aims and programs of study for each age group. The Agreed Syllabus also takes the 
opportunity to give clear guidance on RE in the early years and RE for students aged 14-19. As RE is a core 
subject of the curriculum for all pupils we have followed the ways in which English, Mathematics and 
Science are described in the National Curriculum, including examples, and notes for key stages 1-3. 
 
In describing progression in RE, the syllabus pictures how pupils will develop increasing understanding of 
wide areas of RE subject knowledge, and also how pupils can develop religious literacy, including the skills 
of:  
Ɇ investigating religions and world views through varied experiences and disciplines; 
Ɇ reflecting on and expressing their own ideas and the ideas of others with increasing creativity and 
clarity; 
Ɇ becoming increasingly able to be reasonable in their responses to religions and world views, gaining 
and deploying the skills of religious study. 
2% ÍÁËÅÓ Á ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÌÓÁÌÌ ,ÏÃÁÌ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇȣ 
 
The syllabus is a platform on which high standards and inspiring RE can be built for all our pupils in all our 
schools. 

 
Rupert, 11, expresses his idea about open mindedness in RE. 
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Religions and beliefs to be studied  

To make sure the requirements are met and the curriculum is broad and balanced: 
Á Christianity should be studied throughout each key stage 
Á The other major world faiths represented in Great Britain (here regarded as Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Islam, Judaism and Sikhism) should be studied across the key stages. It is important that schools 
ensure that by the end of key stage 3 pupils have encountered all of these major world faiths in 
sufficient depth to achieve progress towards an appropriate level. 

 

It is also essential that in the teaching of religious education, schools enable pupils to share their own 
beliefs, viewpoints and ideas without embarrassment or ridicule. Many pupils come from religious 
backgrounds but others have no attachment to religious beliefs and practices.  Schools need to ensure that 
ÁÌÌ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ are heard and that their religious education curriculum is broad and balanced, we also 
recommend that schools may provide opportunities for their pupils to study; 
Á /ÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ "ÁÈÁȭÉ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ *ÁÉÎÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ :ÏÒÏÁÓÔÒÉÁÎÉÓÍ 
Á Secular philosophies such as humanism 

Pupils should also study how religions relate to each other, recognising both similarities and differences 
within and between religions. 
They should be encouraged to reflect upon: 
Á The significance of interfaith dialogue 
Á The important contribution religion can make to community cohesion and global citizenship and the 

combating of religious prejudice and discrimination. 
 

Religion in Walsall, the Region and the Nation 
Census figures for Walsall, the region and the nation 
 Number 

of people 
Christian Buddhist Hindu Jewish Muslim Sikh Other 

religion 
No 
religion 

Religion 
not stated 

West Midlands  
(Met County) 

2,736,460 1,471,780 9,119 59,768 3,060 332,684 116,715 15,181 554,152 174,001 

Birmingham 1,073,045 494,358 4,780 22,362 2,205 234,411 32,376 5,646 206,821 70,086 

Coventry 316,960 170,090 1,067 11,152 210 23,665 15,912 1,641 72,896 20,327 

Dudley  312,925 204,320 657 1,908 77 12,902 3,694 1,032 68,835 19,500 

Sandwell  308,063 170,075 654 6,810 73 25,251 26,934 1,816 57,716 18,734 

Solihull  206,674 135,572 430 3,684 353 5,247 3,504 569 44,187 13,128 

Walsall 269,323 158,971 516 4,560 54 22,146 11,606 1,420 53,876 16,174 

Wolverhampton 249,470 138,394 1,015 9,292 88 9,062 22,689 3,057 49,821 16,052 

ENGLAND AND 
WALES 

56,075,912 33,243,175 247,743 816,633 263,346 2,706,066 423,158 240,530 14,097,229 4,038,032 

 

All pupils should build an accurate understanding of these figures, so that they can see clearly the place of 
different religions and worldviews in contemporary Britain. 
 

Note that while some populations may be numbered in hundreds or the low thousands in our immediate 
area, we are educating pupils to live in a region, a nation and a world ɀ not merely in a village, or a single 
town or city. 
 

Since 2001, the biggest change has been a 10% increase in the number of non religious people in the UK and 
a 12% fall in the number identifying themselves as Christians. But Christianity is still selected by 59% of the 
population as their chosen description of religious identity.  
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Global religion: (a reasonable estimate)  
 

Religion 
If the world was a 
village of 1000 people, 
ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅȣ 

Christian 315 

Muslim  223 

Hindu 139 

Other religious communities 
[mainly Chinese traditional, African 
traditional and ethnically focused religions] 

116 

Non-religious 113 

Buddhist 53 

Atheist 40 

Jewish ЃΣ 

Sikh ЃΣ 
 
There are some significant challenges in making accurate estimates of global religious statistics. 
This chart is a reasonable estimate, derived from a range of sources. 
 
The challenge for RE is to enable the children and young people of Walsall to understand what it 
means to live in a richly diverse religious region, nation and world, and to challenge them to live 
for the wellbeing of all in ways that are respectful of people who are different. 

 
Talima, 13, expresses her idea about identity and spirituality in her art work. 
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The contributions of RE to whole school priorities  
RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ spiritual, cultural, social and moral development, and 
ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ Ȭ"ÒÉÔÉÓÈ 6ÁÌÕÅÓȭȢ RE lessons should offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time where 
learners build up their knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs so that they can reflect on 
beliefs, ideas and questions for themselves. Teaching in RE should engage pupils in discussion, dialogue 
and debate which enables them to make their reasoning clear and which supports their cognitive and 
linguistic development.  
 

RE makes a key contribution to enabling pupils to consider British values, including tolerance and respect for 
people who hold different faiths and worldviews. The HMI Inspection Framework for schools requires schools to 
be active in promoting these values, and well planned RE is a major part of this work. This is elaborated on page 
22 below. 
  

Teaching in RE lessons should also allow for timely and sensitive responses to be made to unforeseen 
events of a religious, moral or philosophical nature, whether local, national or global. 
 

 
This Year 1 class made a photo-collage of their drama  

based on the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
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The Breadth of RE  
The law requires that Agreed Syllabuses and RE syllabuses used in academies or free schools that 
ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ȰÍÕÓÔ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 
Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the 
other principal religions represented in GreÁÔ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÇÅÓ Φ-19 pupils learn 
about diverse religions and world views including Christianity and the other principal religions in 
the UK. All types of school should recognise the diversity of our region and of the UK and the 
importance of learning about its religions and world views, including those with a significant local 
presence. Pupils should also learn about non-religious ways of life and worldviews. 
 

RE in the school curriculum in different school types 

RE is a statutory subject in each year of the school curriculum of maintained schools. Academies 
and Free Schools are contractually required through the terms of their funding agreements with 
DfE to make provision for the teaching of RE to all pupils on the school roll, and Academies in 
Walsall are warmly invited to use this syllabus. It is a local, contemporary and widely approved 
framework for RE. The Walsall RE Agreed Syllabus for 2016-21 has been developed in line with the 
strategic priorities of the Local Authority and in consultation with all stakeholders. 

 

12 year old Mark believes that Ȭfaith is the light of the worldȭ 
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Spiritual Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC):  
A distinctive contribution from Religious Education 
The Agreed Syllabus for RE enables the teaching of RE to make a distinctive and significant 
ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ 
of personal development in many ways, and through many subjects of the curriculum, RE may 
often focus on spiritual and moral education within the curriculum, and makes a distinctive 
contribution to understanding cultural diversity through developing understanding of religions. 
These opportunities for personal development contribute to high standards and aspirations for 
each pupil. 
 

There is an extensive literature on these topics, which are always contested. For the purposes of 
the RE syllabus, the following descriptions provide a basis for ways in which the RE curriculum 
ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌopment.  
 

Spiritual development 
enables people to look 
within themselves, at their 
human relationships, at the 
wider world and at their 
vision of the divine or the 
ultimate reality with 
characteristics such as 
courage, hope, acceptance, 
strength, insight and love, 
so that they can better face 
all the sufferings, challenges 
and opportunities of human 
life. 

Religious education provides opportunities to promote spiritual development 
through: 
Á discussing and reflecting on key questions of meaning and truth such as 

the origins of the universe, life after death, good and evil, beliefs about 
God and values such as justice, honesty and truth 

Á learning about and reflecting on important concepts, experiences and 
beliefs that are at the heart of religious and other traditions and practices 

Á considering how beliefs and concepts in religion may be expressed 
through the creative and expressive arts and related to the human and 
natural sciences, thereby contributing to personal and communal identity 

Á considering how religions and other world views perceive the value of 
human beings, and their relationships with one another, with the natural 
world, and with God 

Á exploring the relationships between British values and different religions 
and spirituality 

Á valuing relationships and developing a sense of belonging 
Á developing their own views and ideas on religious and spiritual issues. 

Moral development enables 
pupils to take an 
increasingly thoughtful view 
of what is right and wrong, 
to recognise the needs and 
interests of others as well 
as themselves and develop 
characteristics such as 
truthfulness, kindness, 
unselfishness and 
commitments to virtues 
such as integrity, justice and 
the will to do what is right, 
so that they can live in ways 
which respect the well-
being and rights of each 
person. 

Religious education provides opportunities to promote moral development 
through: 
Á enhancing the values identified within the National Curriculum, 

particularly valuing diversity and engaging in issues of truth, justice and 
trust 

Á exploring the influence of family, friends and media on moral choices and 
how society is influenced by beliefs, teachings, sacred texts and guidance 
from religious leaders 

Á considering what is of ultimate value to pupils and believers through 
studying the key beliefs and teachings from religion and philosophy 
about values and ethical codes of practice 

Á studying a range of ethical issues, including those that focus on justice, to 
promote racial and religious respect, community cohesion and personal 
integrity 

Á considering the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing 
a sense of conscience 

Á applying their own thinking to British values including tolerance, respect, 
the rule of law, democracy and individual liberty 
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Social development enables pupils to 
relate to others successfully through an 
understanding of the responsibilities and 
rights of being a member of various 
family, local, national and global 
communities. It enables them to develop 
social skills, qualities, attitudes and 
characteristics such as respectfulness, 
tolerance, a willingness to get involved, so 
that they can play a full and fulfilling part 
in their community and society as, for 
example, family members, citizens, 
learners and workers. 

Religious education provides opportunities to 
promote social development through: 
Á considering how religious and other beliefs lead to 

particular actions and concerns 
Á investigating social issues from religious 

perspectives, recognising the diversity of 
viewpoints within and between religions as well as 
the common ground between religions 

Á ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÏÎ Á 
range of contemporary social issues, including 
environmental concerns, issues of equality and 
community cohesion and the impact of ideas 
about British values. 

Cultural development enables people to 
develop their sense of their own place 
and identity in society, to value and 
participate creatively in their own culture 
and appreciate the cultures of others by 
developing their appreciation of, for 
example the arts, literature, sport, music, 
travel and other aspects of culture. 
Cultural development makes its 
contribution to human wellbeing through 
enabling participation in diverse varieties 
of cultural life for the enrichment of 
individuals and communities. Cultural 
development enables people to develop 
understanding, qualities and attitudes 
which lead to appreciation or 
participation in local, regional, national, 
European and global cultures. 

Religious education provides opportunities to 
promote cultural development through: 
Á encountering people, literature, the creative and 

expressive arts and resources from differing 
cultures 

Á considering the relationship between religion and 
cultures and how religions and beliefs contribute 
to cultural identity and practices 

Á examining what it means to be growing up in 
Britain, and exploring historic British values, 
including a range of ideas about tolerance, 
respect, democracy, individual liberty and the rule 
of law  

Á promoting racial and interfaith harmony and 
respect for all, combating prejudice and  
discrimination, contributing positively to 
community cohesion and promoting awareness of 
how interfaith cooperation can support the 
pursuit of the common good. 

 

 
This Year 5 Class used a Psalm to explore ideas about God, creating this co-operative collage. 
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Which religions and beliefs are to be studied? 
)Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ 2%ȭÓ ÁÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÓ ÔÈat high standards in RE can be 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ 0ÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎ 
experience and beliefs. It is also important that pupils are taught in depth and detail about 
particular religions through each of the key stages. 
 

In this Agreed Syllabus, schools contribute to pupils in Walsall developing an overall understanding 
of the 6 principal religions in the UK. The balance between depth of understanding and the 
coverage of material in these religions is important, so the syllabus lays down which religions shall 
be taught at each key stage, as it has done previously. This is in line with the law, which states that 
2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 'ÒÅÁÔ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎ ÁÒe in 
the main Christian, while taking account of the other principal religions represented in Great 
"ÒÉÔÁÉÎȢȱ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓȢ 
 

This can be seen as a minimum entitlement to learning about religions, and some schools may plan 
the study of more religions than this minimum. This may be especially appropriate where children 
from many religions are present in one class or school. Start where the pupils are, and build an 
increasingly diverse understanding of the religions in Walsall, the region, the UK and the world.  
 

This structure promotes continuity and progression between schools. Schools may plan some RE 
that goes beyond this example ɀ for example in response to topical events or local needs ɀ but this 
should have regard to the importance of enabling pupils to study religions and beliefs in depth.  
 

Additionally, schools should use material from other religious traditions and belief systems 
represented in the school, the local area, the region or the UK, sucÈ ÁÓ 2ÁÓÔÁÆÁÒÉȟ ÔÈÅ "ÁÈÁȭÉ &ÁÉÔÈȟ 
ÔÈÅ *ÅÈÏÖÁÈȭÓ 7ÉÔÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÏÒ (ÕÍÁÎÉÓÍȢ 
 

 
Taffeta, 7, believes that ȬGod is in your heart.ȭ 

 




