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Welcome to the bright, sprightly Spring edition of our   

fabulous school newspaper. Our budding journalists will 

be updating you with all the exciting developments that 

have happened over the Spring term at our fantastic 

school. Firstly I’d like to  introduce you to our super     

talented writing team who all contributed articles and  

features found in this spectacular edition: 

From Year 6 - Jasmine Banga, Anamika Dugh and Katie Owen 

From Year 5 - Haylie Staffiere, Ciaran Redfern and Isabelle 

Nightingale 

From Year 4 - Georgia Hubble, Joe Knott and Emily Bowen 

From Year 3 - Kitty Kerry, Aiden Osborne and Abbey Footman 

I hope you enjoy reading the newspaper, have fun         

completing the Easter activities and have a safe and   

happy Easter break! 

Mr Carter - Deputy Headteacher 

Current events and developments: 

Focus week; everyone did an outstanding job planning, 

taking part in and presenting their work to parents for ‘Our 

Global Community’ focus week this term.  

Football team; we are looking forward to the second part 

of the season and a new boys league in the summer term 

along with a newly formed girls team that you will read 

about later in this edition. 

Inspire workshops; excellent workshops so far this year 

from Y5 (Greek pottery) and Y2 (Medieval banquet).   

Feedback from parents has been amazing. 

Sport Relief; raised over £100, excellent effort everyone! 

Reading workshop; super ideas for parents to help PHP 

pupils read at home. We are looking forward to finding out 

how this has helped readers after the Easter break. 

SATs workshop; Mr Tarver spoke to Year 6 parents about 

the new SATs tests this year and how to prepare for them. 

Peer supporters; have completed play training this term to 

improve outdoor games and activities for all children at 

break and lunchtimes.  

Year 1: went to Weston Park and had a great time learning 

about traditional toys. Game of marbles anyone? 

Look for these Easter    

bunnies as you’re reading 

the newspaper. They’re 

hopping around our pages.  

How many can you find? 

 

Easter bunny: 

 

 

 

Once you’ve counted all of 

them write the total in the 

box above. 

 

Exciting news... PHP are developing a girls football team this 

year! 

They started training for the new girls team in the spring term so 

they are ready for matches in the summer term. All concerned 

agree that it is great to have the team up and running and they 

are looking forward to playing various fixtures 

against other schools and taking part in      

competitions and leagues very soon. When      

interviewed, Mr Dean, the head coach and   

manager said; “all the girls have started very 

well and I'm proud of each one of them who turn 

up and give their all every week” 

We interviewed the girls in the football teams for 

this article. Here are their responses - “We enjoy 

football training with Mr Dean, it’s hard work 

but we are getting better all the time.” 

The girls are very confident and in the future will 

hope to win the first  upcoming match. All of the girls like their 

manager very much and they are delighted that they are in the 

squad. “We are looking forward for 

our first match and the best thing 

about training is keeping fit and 

learning new skills.” 

The complete team 

A lot of children entered the inspiring reading game   

competition at PHP this term. All competitors used their 

super brain power to come up with a great game idea 

that was fun to play and a design that was            

eye-catching. Mrs Emerson Brown and Mrs Goodwin   

designed the competition based on World Book Day and 

their favourite books. All of the children who entered the  

 

competition put a lot of effort into it using materials like 

paper, cardboard, boxes and paint. The three top designs 

were created by Kitty from Year 3 - Kitty made a Horrid 

Henry game, Jack, also from Year 3, made a Harry Potter 

game and Anamika from Year 6 designed a game based 

on   Grandpa’s Great Escape. It was a very close compe-

tition between  those top three games so all three were 

named winners when they were judged on Friday the 19
th

 

of March 2016. The oldest winner, Anamika said “I en-

joyed making the game, it really made me think about my 

favourite author and genre.” 

This term Year 3 had the opportunity to complete a challenge 

day at Walsall FC. Their task was to 

plan a whole wedding day; wow 

what a  task! The children who took 

part in this event were Coby Fletcher, 

Alfie Dodd, Jake Walsh, Lucy Lester, 

Brooke  Nardone and Lexi Farrier. 

 

All of the year 3 group were hotly  

anticipating the task and their performance. They made new 

friends and they also created a poster about their new friends 

and their schools.  After that they made another poster about 

a wedding fair. They did so well they recreated the     

presentation in our whole school assembly and performed their 

presentation to about 200 children! It must have been     

frightening performing to such a big audience. So what did 

the team think? Coby thinks that it could have been better if it 

had a football related theme “it was also fun but challenging 

because you had to make wedding clothes.” 

 

“Our new friends were fun to chat with 

and there was a bit of fancy food too!” 

The team have to thank Mrs Williams and 

Mr Dean for taking them to the event.   

Lucy’s favourite part was wearing the 

brides outfit. 

Alfie’s favourite part was showing the school their cakes and 

Brooke’s favourite part was when they presented their work in 

celebration assembly. However, the best news from the day 

was that their work was so good it won the Year 3 Challenge 

award trophy - what a superb result all round! 

 

Method 

Heat the oven to 180C/gas 4. Line 

two muffin trays with paper cases 

or squares of baking paper. In 

large bowl, beat the butter and 

sugar with an electric beater until 

pale and fluffy.  

Combine the almonds, flour, mixed 

spice, baking powder and salt in  

a bowl, then sift it on top of the 

creamed butter and sugar. Add the 

orange zest, 3 tablespoons of the 

juice and the eggs to the bowl as 

well. Beat everything together until 

you have a thick batter, then stir 

in the dried fruit, cranberries and 

apple.  

Dollop the mixture into the muffin 

cases so they’re three-quarters 

full.  

Then: bake for 35 minutes, then turn down the heat 

to 160C/gas 3 and bake for a further 20-25 

minutes, until the muffins are well risen and golden, 

and a skewer inserted into the centre comes out 

clean. Leave to cool in the tin for 15 minutes, then 

remove to a rack to cool completely. 

 

Lastly: gradually mix the icing sugar with 4/5  

teaspoons of the orange juice to make a thick icing. 

Spoon into a piping bag with a round nozzle, or 

into a sandwich bag, snipping off one corner. Pipe 

crosses onto each muffin, dust with extra icing  

sugar and leave to set. Enjoy with a nice hot cup of 

tea! 

Ingredients 

225g unsalted butter (at room temperature) 

200g light muscovado sugar 

150g ground almonds 

100g buckwheat flour (see tip) 

1 teaspoon ground mixed spice 

1 and a half teaspoons of gluten-free baking powder 

A quarter teaspoon of sea salt 

1 large orange 

3 large free-range eggs (at room temperature) 

175g mixed dried fruit (with candied orange) 

50g dried cranberries 

1 eating apple (125g) 

100g icing sugar, plus extra for dusting 

The three    

winning entries 

from Kitty, Jack 

and Anamika 

The group hard at work!  

The finished design 

The winning presentation 

Quidditch Time  

Pool Hayes Style 
Pool Hayes Primary had their very own Quidditch match during World Book Day. First 

up were Year 4 who zoomed  through the hall with Slytherin and Hufflepuff into the 

finals. Sadly for Slytherin,  Hufflepuff, with great team spirit, won 10-0. Next up 

were Reception, who had a fantastic try but yet again Sytherin took the lead, becoming 

the Quidditch champs of Pool Hayes Primary! 

Time For The Interviews 

How did you feel knowing that you won Brayden? (Year 4) 

“I was very proud of myself and my team.” 

What was it like to be the first year group to play Quidditch Saffron? (Reception)  

“It was exciting and scary.” 

What was it like to play in real life Ashton? (Year 4) 

“I loved to play, but it was tricky to remember all the rules sometimes.” 

 

 

 
The wizards of year 3 Assembly at Hogwarts 



Our extra-curricular clubs are available to all  

children at Pool Hayes Primary School. That means 

all pupils from ages 3-11 (Reception to Year 6) are  

welcome to join in.  

 
Club Feedback 

“Craft Club is brilliant for 

improving my design skills 

and it’s very creative - Haylie 

Staffiere (Year 5) 

“I love the fact we do some-

thing different every week in 

multi-sports” - Georgia   

Hubble (Year 4) 

“Football club makes me fitter!” 

- Ashton Brown (Year 4) 

http://www.poolhayesprimary.co.uk/ 

 Homework and Enrichment Club 

 Cheerleading and Gymnastics Club 

 Multi-sports Club 

 Computer Club 

 Breakfast Club 

 Craft Club 

 Football Club 

 Street dace Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For quite some time now the PHP school mascots have been helping all of 

us in class to be better learners. Now they have their own house groups 

and they’re rather happy about it..! Here they are to tell you themselves: 

Egg Competition 

All of the children at PHP can compete in the Easter Egg 

competition. In this competition children have got to make 

a scene of anything they like using an egg or lots of 

eggs. Each egg has a voting number, for example - 33. 

When you get your voting paper you have got to select 3 

egg scenes that  you think are the best. You have 1
st

, 2
nd

 

and a 3
rd

  winner and they all win a [big] tasty chocolate 

egg. This year even parents voted 

for their favourite when they came 

in for parents evening this term. 

The winner of this years        

competition was Ruby from Year 2 

who said “I saw ‘take me out’ on 

my computer and I really liked it. It 

took me and my mum two days to 

make it and I’m surprised and   

excited about winning the      

competition.” 

In the next issue… We will be reporting on all the latest, up-to-date PHP headlines 

including ’Our global community’ focus week, all our sports clubs and teams and 

exciting events from the summer term.  

Gabby the glue stick is proud to 

be the mascot of Lex. 

Gabby sticks to her ideas. 

Gabby has mastered good listening, 

she thinks you should too. 

If we work 

together we 

will learn 

more 

Suzie the sharing sharpener  is proud 

to be the mascot of Suprema. When 

she was in primary school she   

mastered  sharing she thinks you 

should too. 

If we share 

our school will 

be a better 

place 

Rambo is proud to be the 

mascot of Salus. He    

encourages children to be 

resilient. He knows they’re 

a good team. 

If we are all     

resilient we will 

reach our goals. 

Keep trying! 

Percy the pencil is proud 

to be mascot of Populi. 

Percy always reminds 

children to persevere and 

their work will be       

impeccable. 

Perseverance is the 

key to success!  

Well done to Lex who are the Spring term winners with 3231 house points! 

Year 4 in their fabulous 

flowing gowns with 

their wands at the 

ready! 

Year 5 demonstrate 

what a real 

‘expelliarmus’ spell looks 

like! 

Year 6 and their    

teaching staff show the 

rest of the school what 

scary really looks like! 

Very smart wizarding 

folk from Year 2 show 

everybody how to cast 

a spell on the high 

seas! 

Year 3 show Harry  

Potter how to cast a 

spell with a bit of PHP   

attitude! 

The frightening middle 

parting of Professor Snape 

has the children trembling 

before him in assembly at 

Hogwarts! 

So, ladies and gentle-

men, are you listening 

carefully? Good, this is 

how Quidditch works... 

Professor Snape says reading 

is very important and even if 

children must read about that 

infernal Harry Potter boy then 

this must be done for them to 

do well in all their learning. 

Getting ready for SATs in May 

The SATs tests are getting closer, so it is hard work all the way for Year 6’s and 

their teachers - Mr. Tarver along with Mr. Carter who have organised lunchtime 

and after-school boosters. All children are invited to participate and improve on 

their knowledge. There are both literacy and maths boosters; literacy with Mr. 

Tarver and maths with Mr. Carter. 

This year there is a new, harder, curriculum which means all children have to 

put in maximum effort to get the very best mark in their SATs. 

Along with boosters all children have also been given revision books to revise 

anything that they are unsure about or want to improve. In addition to that   

children  have got a folder each with lots of helpful revision and target sheets to  

show whether they are working below, working at or 

working above Year 6 expectations.  

 

As a class Year 6 feel that they are fully prepared for the 

tests, even though they are a little bit scary. 

What do other children think about boosters? 

On the 18th of March, at the end of the Spring term, Year 5 went to Warwick Castle to learn 

about what life was like in medieval times. The trip was arranged to improve their history 

topic knowledge. After getting there they wanted to look all round the castle, but firstly they 

came to the archer; “OO LA LA” he shouted when the French got shot. After that bit of     

humour they went to see the rooms in the castle that were full of historical evidence that year 

5 could use to describe the medieval way of life.  

Then, they saw the almighty trebuchet; THAT SHOT... A FIREBALL! Next they saw a ‘birds of 

prey’ show, the birds flew very close to peoples heads, which some people found terrifying, 

especially when confronted by the Bearded Vulture—called Marvin. Then after a minute or two 

in the amazing shop, where children bought all range of goodies then they boarded the coach 

and went back to school. The following is an interview from someone from year 5 who went 

on the trip. 

Interview with Year 5: 

What was your favourite part of the trip?  

“The Trebuchet because I liked the  

fireball” 

Is there anything you would change about the trip? 

“Yes, I’d like to stay longer to look at the rooms in more 

detail.” 

Overall year 5 had a brilliant experience (even if the 

ducks are a little vicious) and they will be using every-

thing they learned to  improve their topic work. 

Group photo of Year 5 

Duck eating an innocent girl’s  

sandwich! Quack, quack. 

http://www.poolhayesprimary.co.uk/

